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Eyes of the Potato 
begin to form buds.

Shoots begin to grow 
from eyes.

Potato is planted in the ground. 
Shoots from eyes form roots, and 

a plant begins to form.

Potatoes are dug out 
of the soil.

LIFE CYCLE 
OF THE POTATO

Roots begin to spread 
and small potatoes 

begin to form.

Potatoes on roots grow 
larger. Plant’s leaves 
begin to turn yellow. 
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Production timeline:
Growing potatoes takes approximately 4 months. 
Use the timeline below to record the dates of your production process. Before you plant 
the potatoes, you will need to prepare and fertilise the soil. You will need to make sure 
your plants are watered regularly, they will need more water in dry weather.
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Start: Prepare your soil.  
How are you preparing the soil?

Sow: When will you sow your crop?
Record your start date:
What conditions are likely to occur in your area over the next 4 months?

Monitor:
What will you look for to know that the potatoes are healthy?

Inputs:
What will you need to add to help them grow?

Harvest:
Assuming that your potatoes take 4 months to mature, when do you anticipate 
you will be able to harvest? How do you know they will be ready to harvest?


