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Soil texture key

Does your soil make a ball 
when you add water?

Does it form a ribbon of 
more than 5 cm?

YES

YES

NO

NO

SAND

Sandy, gritty and 
crumbles through 

fingers.

CLAY

Soil is sticky.

LOAM

Soil feels spongy.

FOOD PRODUCTION: Soil – more than just dirt!                                               

My soil sample is a

I can improve and prepare my soil to grow plants by

Gradually wet your soil sample by using a spray bottle and work it 
between your fingers. Look at your soil feel its texture.


